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Christine Burke is province leader for the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Australia, 
commonly known as the Loreto Sisters. Christine’s ministry background is mainly in theology, 
adult education and pastoral formation. Mary Ward has provided inspiration and challenge 
for many people. !e Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Congregation of Jesus are 
the current inheritors of Mary Ward’s legacy and are found in 45 countries!
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In this year where we celebrate the 400 year anniversary of the founding of Mary Ward’s 
Institute, a revolutionary way for women to live an apostolic life in the service of God and 
others, Christine Burke’s book on the life and spirituality of Mary Ward is timely.  !e author’s 
background as historian and theologian is evident in this insightful book.  !e turbulent 
17th century context within which Mary Ward lived comes to life, and the author draws rich 
parallels with the turbulent times of the 21st century.  

!is book will have wide appeal.  !ose who claim Mary Ward as a model of a woman’s way 
of faithfulness to God and to church—whether religious sisters or lay men and women—
will "nd much to inform and sustain them in the book.  !ose who work in modern-day 
ministries related to those Mary Ward began—in schools and universities, especially for girls 
and women; in spiritual direction; in the service of the poor and marginalised—will "nd 
inspiration from it.  !e book also makes a valuable contribution to feminist theology and 
will therefore be a useful addition to theology institutes and students.    
                     

Dr Leoni Degenhardt, Principal of Loreto Normanhurst

I have spent eight years on a very personal journey with Mary Ward, while working on a 
sculpture for the Loreto Schools in Australia. !e unpublished manuscript for this book came 
to me at a point where I was trying to integrate my research and reading into the creation of 
an artwork that would be relevant for our times. Chris Burke has analysed this very question; 
how do these beautiful and profound fragments captured from a life of struggle 400 years ago, 
speak to our lived reality today? 

Meliesa Judge, sculptor, Liquid Metal Studio

Who was Mary Ward (1585-1645) and why tell her story now? It is an inspiring story that 
has been muted over the past 400 years. For much of this time Mary Ward’s role in changing 
the place of women in the Church was suppressed by Church authorities with their own 
unshakeable version of what women could (or could not) achieve. 

John Tidey, retired journalist,  !e Age
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